

















to Onondaga wampum keeper Caption
Cold. Cold moved to the Buffalo Creek
Reservation in the aftermath of the
Revolutionary War and was given a
special tract of land based on his status
as wampum keeper of the Confederacy.
The second word—"city”—refers to my
personal challenge to redefine “city
Indian” to “urban lroquois.” The last
element—the word “frieze”—points to
the way that the wampum belt, like a
Greek architectural frieze, uses a linear
sequence of symbols and images to tell a
story about important historical events.

Top row, left to right:

1. Buffalo, New York, 1997, Chief Red Jacket
monument, Forest Lawn Cemetery.
Longitude N42 55.389 & Latitude W78 51.978

| learned about chief Red Jacket during a
school trip to the Buffalo and Erie County
Historical Society. On the gift shop

wall was a black and white photograph
showing a monument commemorating
Red Jacket in the Forest Lawn Cemetery.
After school, | decided to ride my bike

to the cemetery and see the monument
for myself. | arrived at the large, iron gate
and after some thought, | was reluctant
to go in because | was afraid | would get
lost, so | returned home.

| returned to Buffalo in 1997 and was
determined to complete my childhood
journey to see the Chief Red Jacket
monument for myself. | made my
photographs and reflected on my
childhood attempt to uncover Iroquois
history of and what it meant that the
city of Buffalo was built on land that had
once been known as the Buffalo Creek
Reservation.

2. Brantford, Ontario, 1997, Mohawk leader
Joseph Brant monument.
Longitude N45 25.458 & Latitude W75 41.695

Mohawk leader Joseph Brant and Seneca
chief Red Jacket were contemporaries,
Brant supported the British during the
American Revolutionary War and Red
Jacket and the Seneca chose to remain
neutral. But the real battle for these two
men was at the end of the war when
Brant wanted the Confederacy to relocate
to the Grand River in Canada and Red
Jacket wanted to remain in their ancestral
homeland in New York State.

In the end Brant departed for the Grand
River with roughly half the confederacy
population and Red Jacket remained
with the other half. This fissure had a
direct effect on my life—my ancestors
left for Canada just as the Buffalo Creek
Reservation was being established in the
1790s and by the time my grandparents
returned to Buffalo in the mid-1930s, the
Buffalo Creek Reservation had long been
replaced by the city of Buffalo.

3. Buffalo, New York, 1997, Onondaga Chief Big
Sky plaque.
Longitude N42 49.786 & Latitude W78 46.405

During a return trip to Buffalo in 1997,

| wanted to find the boundaries of the
former Buffalo Creek Reservation. | was
intrigued by the notion of being able to
saythat | was born at the Buffalo Creek
Reservation instead of saying | was born
in the city of Buffalo. My search began

at the Buffalo and Erie County Historical
Society, where | found a book describing
the reservation boundaries by current
street names. The information would lead
me to several sites, including a historical
marker for Onondaga chief Big Sky and
his village. | am Onondaga so | wondered
if my ancestors had lived here as well.

4. Montreal, Quebec, 1998, IROQUOIS, Place
d’Armes monument.

Longitude N45 30.291 & Latitude W73 33.460

This monument sits at the birthplace

of present-day Montreal, where Paul

de Chomedey, Sieur de Maisonneuve—
considered the founder of Montreal—
fought and defended his settlement
against hundreds of Iroquois warriors in
1643. Several bas-relief panels are spaced
around the monument’s foundation.

One particularly violent panel depicts
Maisonneuve shooting an Iroquois chief in
the neck with his pistol.

During the summer, the square is filled
with tourists from around the world and
| wonder what they think about Indians
after looking at these panels and the
sculpture of the lurking Iroquois warrior
protruding into their space. Ironically,
not far from Place d’Armes is the Mercier
Bridge that ends at the edge of the
Kahnawake reserve, the bridge that was
blockaded by Mohawk people during the
1990 Oka Crisis.

5. Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, near Belleville
Ontario, 1997, giant cigar store Indian.
Longitude N44 11.582 & Latitude W77 05.472

| had passed the 401 highway exit to
Tyendinaga many times since moving
to Ottawa, but never thought about
stopping until my mother revealed
that my paternal grandfather was from
Tyendinaga. She also said that she did
not know him and he had passed away
many years before. | decided to stop
there on my next trip and see what it
looked like. While driving through the
reserve | photographed one of the largest
cigar store Indians | had ever seen.
Bottom row, left to right:

6. Six Nations Reserve, Ontario, 1985, Emily
General, photographed at the “old homestead.”
Longitude N43 02.048 & Latitude W80 05.281

Emily General is my great-aunt and sister
to my step-grandfather Bert General.
Emily was instrumental in helping me
define my sense of place as an Iroquoian.

When | entered university in 1975 she
gave me her copy of the handwritten
story of the Peacemaker and his journey
to bring peace to the warring Iroquois
tribes in present-day New York State.
Emily told me | could not use a copy
machine and had to make my own hand-
written copy of the 1900 document. | did
and have my copy to this day. It has been
instrumental in the development of my
work as a visual artist and curator.

7. Six Nations Reserve, Ontario, 1980, old chair
outside Emily General’s kitchen door.
Longitude N43 02.048 & Latitude W80 05.281

While | last saw Emily in 1985, she
continues to have an influence on my life.
As a teenager we had talks about being
Iroquois and what my life was like living
in the city. Emily had never lived in a city,
so when | began making photographs

in Buffalo | imagined going back to the
reserve and sitting at the kitchen table
and showing Emily what the place | called
“home” looked like.

8. Six Nations Reserve, Ontario, 1983, drying
white corn braided by Bert General.
Longitude N43 01.705 & Latitude W80 04.876

In the end | realized that Bert and

Emily had provided me with enough
information to begin my own journey

of discovery to define urban Iroquois.
The wampum belt commemorating the
Peacemaker’s journey through ancient
Irogquoia would become the prototype for
this journey.
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